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Bar Association of San Francisco Delegation to India
November 11-18, 2025


Preliminary Topics of Discussion 
Throughout the program, the delegation will explore the following topics of Discussion.  This list may change based on the composition of the delegation and the profile of the participants. 

· Preserving the Rule of Law in a politically charged environment- from the perspective of the courts, law firms and academics.
· Judicial independence and the separation of power- 2024 Supreme Court rulings intended to strengthen the power of the Judiciary
· Challenges in Sustained Judicial Leadership- 2025 judiciary instability due to leadership changes as the court has seen 3 Chief Justices, with short tenure, in succession.
· Restorative Justice, India’s 2023 criminal justice system reform guiding principal
· Juvenile Justice focusing on focusing on reform and reintegration rather than punishment
· Victim-Offender Mediation (VOM) programs 
· Rights and Protection for LGBTQ+ community 
· Challenges for Women in law in India: systemic barriers, underrepresentation, and gender bias

Preliminary Schedule of Activities
This Preliminary Schedule of Activities represents the initial plans for the delegation as developed in cooperation with BASF, your professional counterparts, and our research team. The Final Schedule of Activities, published approximately 15-30 days prior to your delegation convening, will be adjusted to reflect the composition of the delegation, unique opportunities, and scheduling with your professional counterparts.


Monday, November 10, 2025	Depart US- individual arrangements

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 	Arrive in Delhi, India
	
Delegates will arrive throughout the day at Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi, and will be transferred to the hotel. 

Welcome to New Delhi - the capital city of India, home to approximately 20 million inhabitants! The city is divided into two parts including Old Delhi, located near the river Yamuna, and New Delhi, home to the national government, the imperial city created by the British Raj. This city is a fusion of the ancient and the modern and paints a perfect picture rich with culture, architecture, and human diversity, deep in history, monuments, museums, galleries, and gardens.

The remainder of the day is at leisure to allow you to settle into your new home away from home experience.


Wednesday, November 12, 2025	Delhi (Cultural Day)

In the morning, the delegation will convene for an orientation and cultural briefing conducted by your Delegation Manager. This session will provide essential context on India’s historical, cultural, and socio-political landscape, as well as important logistical details for the days ahead—laying the foundation for a purposeful and informed visit.

Following the briefing, enjoy a full-day guided cultural tour of Delhi.

Start your morning with an exciting journey through Old Delhi, where a cycle rickshaw ride takes you through lively bazaars, ancient temples, and historical landmarks. Feel the city’s vibrant energy as you explore its narrow lanes before visiting Jama Masjid, India’s largest mosque, a stunning masterpiece of white marble, also called the “Friday Mosque.” Enjoy a photo stop at the Red Fort (drive past), a grand fortress built by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan.

Next, experience the charm of New Delhi, a complete contrast to Old Delhi, designed by the British in the 1920s. Drive along Rajpath, passing iconic landmarks like India Gate and Parliament House, surrounded by tree-lined avenues and grand colonial buildings.

Next, visit Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, one of Delhi’s most important Sikh temples, where thousands of people are served free meals daily as part of the Sikh tradition of ‘Seva’ (selfless service). Experience the temple’s peaceful atmosphere and learn about its inspiring community initiatives.

End your day at Humayun’s Tomb, a UNESCO-listed architectural gem built in the 16th century, often considered the inspiration for the Taj Mahal.

After a day of exploring, return to your hotel and relax for the evening.

In the evening, the group will reconvene for a formal welcome dinner, providing an opportunity for delegates to connect and reflect on the day’s experiences in a convivial setting.



Thursday, November 13, 2025	Delhi (Professional Day)

This morning you will visit and meet with faculty of Indian Institute of Law, founded in 1956 primarily with the objective of promoting and conducting legal research.  Receive a briefing on the structure of the Legal system in India, the advances, plans for the future and continued challenges.

This afternoon visits the High Court of Delhi, established on 31st October, 1966. Initially, the High Court of Judicature at Lahore, which was established by a Letters Patent dated 21st March, 1919, exercised jurisdiction over the then provinces of the Punjab and Delhi. Discuss the challenges to maintaining the integrity of the Judiciary and the Rule of Law.



Friday, November 14, 2025	Delhi (Professional Day)

Meet with members of the Faculty of Law, at the University of Delhi, discuss the impact of advances in the legal system focused on protection of rights of individuals, how Restorative Justice will impact the courts with moves towards mediation and arbitration, and the impact of political influence on the courts.

A meeting has been requested with Mr. Ashok Agarwal, Social Jurist. He has appeared before the courts representing the rights of Children and individuals in marginalized and disadvantaged communities.  Learn how the philosophy of Restorative Justice is being implemented.   

Meet with the Society of Indian Law Firms (SILF), the apex body of law firms in India. SILF was established in the year 2000 with the aim of protecting, safeguarding and promoting the interests of law firms in India. Representatives from the major Law firms in India will discuss the practice of law in India, the growth of leadership roles for women in law, and India’s evolving legal framework allowing foreign lawyers to practice foreign and international law in India. 



Saturday, November 15, 2025	Delhi – Agra  

This morning meet with members of  International and local NGOs,  filling critical gaps in legal aid and rehabilitation.  These organizations play a critical role by influencing national policy and public discourse on justice reform.


Afterward, drive to Agra, a city steeped in history and culture. Located on the banks of the Yamuna River, Agra is a bustling city known for its rich Mughal heritage and vibrant atmosphere. Often referred to as the city of love, Agra is home to the iconic Taj Mahal. The city offers a unique blend of tradition and modernity, where ancient monuments coexist with lively markets and contemporary life, creating a captivating destination filled with charm and energy.


Sunday, November 16, 2025	Agra (Cultural Day)

In the morning, discover the awe-inspiring Taj Mahal, one of the most iconic symbols of love in the world. Your expert guide will lead you through this architectural wonder, revealing its perfect symmetry, exquisite proportions, and intricate marble carvings. Marvel at the stunning inlay work of semi-precious stones that adorn both the exterior and interior, showcasing a timeless masterpiece. (Closed on Fridays)

Later, visit Agra Fort, a great monument of red sandstone that dominates a bend in the Yamuna River and was constructed by the Mughals. The Fort contains splendid mosques and palaces in red sandstone and white marble built by two generations of creative builders during the time of Akbar and later Jahangir and Shah Jahan.


Monday, November 17, 2025	Agra – Delhi 

Today, return to Delhi, and  participate in a wrap up meeting with key legal counterparts from the previous professional meetings.  Ask questions, share observations and discuss future collaborations.

In the evening, gather for a farewell dinner, offering time to reflect on the journey and share final moments together as a group.


Tuesday, November 18, 2025	Delhi on own – Departure

Departures throughout the day from Indira Gandhi International Airport for your return flight to the United States or for the optional extension program to Nepal.




1

Program includes:

· Airport Transfers- during arrival and departure times provided in the Program Commencement Notification 
· Delegation Manager 
· Most meals
Accommodations: 5-star centrally located property 
· Entrance fees for all activities listed in the preliminary schedule of activities 
· Air-conditioned Motor Coach 
· All transportation for program activities
· Bilingual  local guides
· Water bottle included in the buses during transportation. 
· Tips for services-in the program


Not Included:

· Round trip international airfare 
· Passport or visa fees 
· Tips for the Delegation Manager
· Personal expenses and incidentals 
· Airport porterage 
· Private Transfers outside of the schedule arrival and departure windows
· Additional Hotel accommodations
· Trip cancellation insurance
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