


Washington State Legal Delegation Invitation

Dear 
 
As the 2024–2025 President of the Washington State Legal Delegation, I am honored to have been selected to lead the WSBA Delegation to India, scheduled for November 29 to December 6, 2025. I invite you to join me and fellow Washington State Legal Delegation members in this important international legal exchange.

According to my understanding, India’s legal environment has undergone significant reform in recent years, including advancements in criminal justice, equity, and the internationalization of legal practice. Like the United States, India faces urgent challenges in protecting judicial independence and upholding the rule of law in politically complex times.

Our delegation is excited to explore these shared issues and emerging opportunities through a series of professional meetings in New Delhi and Jaipur. We will also experience India’s rich cultural heritage, culminating with a sunrise visit to the Taj Mahal—an unforgettable moment as the monument transforms in color with the dawning light.

Topics of Discussion based on common concerns held by the legal communities in both the US and India
The professional discussions will be tailored to participants’ backgrounds and interests. Anticipated topics include:

· [bookmark: _Hlk205299043]Preserving the Rule of Law in a politically charged environments
· Judicial independence and the separation of powers
· Responding to regulatory uncertainty
· Access to justice in rural and underserved communities
· Mental health in the legal profession: stress, burnout, and substance use
· Envisioning the future of the legal profession 
· Restorative justice: India’s 2023 criminal law reforms and guiding principles
· Juvenile justice: reform and reintegration models
· Victim-Offender Mediation (VOM) programs 
· Rights and protections for the LGBTQ+ community 
· Gender equity in law: barriers and opportunities for women

Topics of discussion based on opportunities for collaboration
· India’s evolving legal framework permitting foreign lawyers to practice non-litigious international law, including corporate transactions and international arbitration
· International commercial arbitration and cross-border dispute resolution, as India is positioned as a hub for international arbitration
· Formation of Indian-foreign law firm partnerships under revised Bar Council of India rules


Travel & Program Details
· Dates: November 29 – December 6, 2025
· Starting Point: New Delhi, India
· Concluding in: Agra (with return to Delhi or optional extension)
· Optional Add-On: 3-night cultural extension to Nepal

[bookmark: _Hlk204172505]Our delegation will convene on November 29, 2025 in New Delhi, India. Please see the Professional Program Preliminary Schedule of Activities developed for this exchange. Additional information on the program is available on the Washington State Legal Delegation Communication Site.

An optional 3 night cultural extension will allow you to visit the mystic land of Nepal and experience the rich culture of the region. The itinerary for this optional extension is available on the Washington State Legal Delegation Communication Site.

The estimated program cost is $4,275 per delegate, covering ground transportation, professional and cultural programming, accommodations, most meals, and nearly all other in-country costs. International airfare is not included.

This program may qualify as a continuing legal education expense and may be tax deductible as a professional expense. Please consult your tax advisor for guidance.

Invite a Guest
You are welcome to bring a guest to share this experience. While you attend professional meetings, a parallel program will introduce companions to the culture, history, and cuisine of the region.

How to Join
To confirm your participation, please complete the Washington State Legal Delegation Application by October 1, 2025. Due to the nature of this program, space is limited, and early response is appreciated. If you are unable to attend, you may recommend a colleague or alternate who would enrich the delegation.

For questions, please contact the Citizen Ambassador Program at:
citizenambassador@culturalvistas.org

I am excited to lead this meaningful exchange and sincerely hope you will consider joining us.

Warm regards,

[Leader signature]

Sunitha Anjilvel
Delegation Leader
