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Chile Travel Readiness
Passport and Visa Information
U.S. and Canadian citizens traveling to Chile must ensure their passports are valid for at least six months beyond their planned departure from the country. At least one blank passport page is required for entry and exit stamps.
As of 2025, U.S. and Canadian citizens do not require a tourist visa for stays of up to 90 days. However, travelers may be required to show proof of onward travel and sufficient funds for their stay.
Note: Entry requirements are subject to change. Please verify current regulations with the Chilean consulate or embassy prior to departure.

Weather
Chile spans a vast north-south distance and includes a wide range of climates:
· Santiago (Central Chile): Mediterranean climate with hot, dry summers (Nov–Mar) and mild, wet winters (May–Aug).
Typical temps: 5–15°C (41–59°F) in winter; 15–30°C (59–86°F) in summer.
· Atacama Desert (North): One of the driest places on Earth. Sunny and arid year-round with large day-night temperature swings.
· Patagonia (South): Cooler and windier, even in summer, with possible rain or snow at any time. Layered clothing is essential.
Please check weather forecasts for your specific destinations before departure, and pack accordingly.

Currency Exchange
The official currency is the Chilean Peso (CLP). The "$" symbol refers to pesos, not U.S. dollars.
Exchange Rate (as of July 2025):
1 USD ≈ 940 CLP
(Rate may vary slightly by institution.)
Currency Tips:
· Major credit cards are widely accepted in cities and tourist areas.
· Carry cash for smaller vendors or rural areas.
· ATMs are readily available at banks, airports, and shopping centers.
Avoid exchanging currency before arrival—you’ll usually get better rates locally. Exchange bureaus (casas de cambio) and ATMs at the airport or in town are reliable options.

Changing Money
Your Delegation Hotel will offer currency exchange services and may have an on-site ATM.
Important Tips:
· Keep receipts from exchanges in case you wish to convert pesos back before departure.
· Only exchange what you need to avoid being left with unusable local currency.
· Avoid informal street exchangers—use only authorized outlets.

Other Recommendations
· Tax Refunds (IVA): Foreign tourists can reclaim the 19% VAT on certain hotel stays. Ask your hotel if they participate and retain all invoices.
· Tipping Etiquette: While not always obligatory, tipping 10% at restaurants is customary. Small tips for hotel staff or guides are appreciated.
· Leftover Currency: Use any remaining pesos for airport purchases or souvenirs before leaving. Re-conversion may be subject to limits.

Vaccinations
No vaccinations are required for entry into Chile. However, the following are recommended:
· Hepatitis A (especially if visiting rural areas)
· Routine vaccines (MMR, Tdap, influenza, etc.)
Consult your healthcare provider about travel-related vaccines based on your itinerary.

Electricity
· Voltage: 220 V
· Frequency: 50 Hz
· Plug Types: C and L (two or three round pins)
Travelers from North America will need a plug adapter and possibly a voltage converter for some appliances.

Telecommunications
· SIM Cards & Mobile: Local SIM cards (e.g., from Entel, WOM, Claro) offer prepaid data packages and are available at airports and convenience stores.
· Wi-Fi: Widely available in hotels, cafes, and public areas.
· International Calls: Prepaid calling cards and internet-based services (e.g., WhatsApp, Skype) are commonly used.

Name Badges
Delegation name badges will be distributed at your initial meeting by your Delegation Leader or Manager. Please wear them throughout the program for identification purposes.

Rooming List
The rooming list will be posted on the Delegation Communication Site prior to your program convene date. Please review it for accuracy and notify our team of any necessary corrections.

Gratuities
Gratuities for hotel staff, porters, and restaurant personnel are included in your program fee.
Tips for Delegation Managers are not included. These individuals are integral to your program’s success. We recommend contributing $8–12 USD per day per person. Your Delegation Leader will coordinate this collection.
If any local staff go above and beyond, feel free to tip them individually.

Health and Safety
Water and Food Safety
· Tap water is safe to drink in most urban areas, including Santiago. Bottled water is readily available if preferred.
· Stick to reputable restaurants and avoid raw or undercooked food in rural areas.
Sun Protection
Chile has strong UV rays, especially at high elevations and in the south.
Bring sunscreen, a hat, and sunglasses.
Altitude
Some areas, like the Atacama and the Andes, are at high altitudes. Allow time to acclimatize and hydrate.
Insect Protection
Mosquitoes are rare in most of Chile, but repellent may be helpful in southern lake regions during summer.

General Health Tips
· Get plenty of rest before travel.
· Bring personal medication in original packaging, with prescriptions.
· Include a basic travel medical kit (e.g., pain relievers, antacids, anti-diarrheal).
· If you wear glasses, pack an extra pair.
· Bring motion sickness medication if planning to visit coastal or mountainous regions.
We recommend all travelers carry comprehensive travel insurance, including medical and trip interruption coverage. Carry a copy of your insurance documents.

Personal Safety
Chile is one of the safest countries in Latin America. Nonetheless, standard precautions apply:
· Use hotel safes for valuables.
· Avoid displaying expensive items.
· Watch your belongings in crowded areas.
· Avoid poorly lit or isolated areas at night.
· Don’t accept food, drinks, or gifts from strangers.

Prescriptions & Medical Equipment
· Bring medications in their original packaging, with prescriptions in your name.
· Carry extra supplies in case of delay.
· Bring a doctor’s letter for syringes, medical devices, or refrigerated medications.
· Discuss time zone adjustments with your physician.

Medical Services
Chile has a strong healthcare system, especially in cities like Santiago. For serious concerns, private clinics offer high-quality care.
Carry a list of your medical conditions, allergies, and emergency contacts. Notify your Delegation Manager of any special medical needs.
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