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SOUTH AFRICA – Travel Readiness

Passports & Entry Requirements
Please check the entry requirements applicable to your nationality and individual circumstances well before departure, as visa requirements vary by passport and may change.

For entry into South Africa:
· Your passport should be valid for at least 30 days after your intended departure from South Africa.
· Your passport should have at least two unused visa pages available for immigration endorsements.
· If travelling with children, additional documentation may be required depending on the circumstances.
· Keep your passport and important travel documents in your carry-on luggage, never in checked baggage.

We recommend checking the latest requirements with the relevant immigration authority or embassy before travelling.

South African Traveller Declaration
South Africa uses an online Traveller Declaration system administered by the South African Revenue Service (SARS).

Travellers entering or departing South Africa should complete the required online declaration before travel.

Official Traveller Declaration: 
https://www.sars.gov.za/traveller-declaration/

Health & Travel Insurance
Comprehensive travel and medical insurance is strongly recommended for the full duration of your journey, including cover for medical treatment, emergency evacuation, trip interruption and activities included in your itinerary.

South Africa has excellent private medical facilities in major centres, but treatment can be expensive and payment or proof of insurance may be required.

Medication
Bring sufficient supplies of any prescription or specialised medication required for your entire journey, preferably in its original packaging.

Carry essential medication in your hand luggage, together with a copy of your prescription and, where appropriate, a letter from your doctor.

Yellow Fever
South Africa itself is not a yellow-fever-risk country, but proof of yellow fever vaccination may be required if you arrive from, or have had an extended transit through, a country where yellow fever is present.

Requirements depend on your travel route, not simply your country of residence.

Malaria – Kruger Region
The Kruger region is a malaria-risk area. Travellers visiting Kruger should speak to their doctor or a travel-health professional before departure about appropriate precautions and whether preventative medication is recommended.

Regardless of medication, avoiding mosquito bites remains important. Use insect repellent and wear long sleeves and trousers when appropriate.

Packing, Weather & Luggage

What to Wear
South Africa is generally relaxed and informal. Smart-casual clothing is suitable for most restaurants and hotels, while comfortable and practical clothing is best during the day.

Layers are your friend. Temperatures can change considerably between early morning, daytime and evening, particularly on safari.

Recommended items include:
· Lightweight, comfortable daytime clothing
· Warm layer or fleece
· Lightweight rain jacket
· Comfortable walking shoes
· Sun hat
· Sunglasses
· Swimwear
· Sunscreen
· Insect repellent
· Small day bag
· Reusable water bottle

Travellers visiting Kruger should pack comfortable, neutral-coloured clothing for safari. Specialist safari clothing is unnecessary.

Weather During Your Visit
Late October is spring in South Africa, but conditions can vary considerably between Cape Town, Johannesburg and the Kruger region. Pack for warm daytime temperatures as well as cooler mornings and evenings.

Cape Town
October is generally mild to warm, with typical daytime temperatures around 18–24°C (64–75°F) and cooler evenings around 11–15°C (52–59°F).

Cape Town's weather can change quickly, and windy or rainy days are still possible. Layers and a lightweight rain jacket are recommended.

Johannesburg
Johannesburg is generally warmer during the day, with typical October temperatures around 22–27°C (72–81°F) and evenings around 10–15°C (50–59°F).

October marks the beginning of the summer rainfall season, so warm sunny weather can occasionally be interrupted by afternoon or evening thunderstorms.

Kruger / Skukuza
The Kruger region is considerably warmer. Around Skukuza, daytime temperatures commonly reach 28–34°C (82–93°F), with mornings and evenings around 16–21°C (61–70°F). Hotter days are possible.

October also falls within the transition towards the summer rainfall season, so occasional thunderstorms may occur.

For safari, lightweight clothing is recommended during the day, together with a warm layer for early-morning game drives in an open vehicle. A hat, sunscreen and insect repellent are particularly important.

These temperatures represent typical seasonal conditions rather than a forecast. Check the latest weather forecast shortly before departure.

Carry-On Essentials
Keep the following in your hand luggage:
· Passport and travel documents
· Wallet and payment cards
· Essential medication
· Prescription or doctor's letter where applicable
· Phone, camera and other valuable electronics
· Chargers
· Change of clothes or essential overnight items
· Any valuables you cannot afford to lose

It is also advisable to keep a digital or photocopied backup of your passport details separately from the original.

Baggage Allowances
Please check the baggage allowance for every flight on your itinerary.

Domestic flights within South Africa may have lower baggage allowances than international flights. Where a specific restriction applies, follow the baggage information supplied with your travel documents.

Batteries & Electronics
Keep valuables and electronic equipment in your carry-on baggage wherever possible.

Power banks and spare lithium batteries must be carried in cabin baggage rather than checked luggage.

Money, Cards & Tipping

Currency
South Africa's currency is the South African Rand (ZAR), shown locally as R.

Credit and debit cards are widely accepted in hotels, restaurants, shops and tourist establishments. Visa and Mastercard generally have the widest acceptance.

It is nevertheless useful to carry a small amount of Rand for minor purchases and situations where card payment is not practical.

ATMs & Cards
ATMs are widely available in cities and larger towns.

For your security:
· Use ATMs at banks, shopping centres, airports or other secure locations.
· Do not accept assistance from strangers at an ATM.
· Shield your PIN when entering it.
· Keep a second payment card separately as a backup.

If a payment terminal or ATM offers to charge you in your home currency rather than Rand, check the exchange rate carefully. In many cases, choosing ZAR allows your own card provider to perform the currency conversion.

Tipping
Tipping is customary in South Africa but should always reflect the service received.
· Restaurants: 10–15% of the bill is customary when service is not already included.
· Bars: Around 10% for table service is appreciated.
· Hotel porters: Approximately R20–R40 per movement.
· Safari rangers, trackers, guides and drivers: These roles are usually tipped separately.

Always check whether a service charge or gratuity has already been included before tipping.

Electricity, Phones & Connectivity

Electricity
South Africa operates on approximately 230V / 50Hz electricity.

The most distinctive South African socket is the large, three-round-pin Type M plug. The smaller Type N socket is also increasingly used.

Universal travel adapters do not always include South Africa's Type M connection, so check your adapter before travelling.

Many modern phone, tablet and laptop chargers accept 100–240V automatically. Check the voltage information printed on your device or charger before plugging it in.

Mobile Phones & Wi-Fi
South Africa has extensive mobile coverage in cities and populated areas, although coverage can be limited in remote safari regions.

International roaming is available but can be expensive. An eSIM or local SIM can be a convenient alternative if your phone supports it.

Wi-Fi is widely available at hotels, restaurants, cafés and airports, although connectivity may be slower or intermittent in remote safari areas.

Time Zone
South Africa uses South African Standard Time (SAST): UTC+2 throughout the year.

South Africa does not observe daylight saving time.

Safety & Getting Around
South Africa is a wonderful destination, but—as in many countries with large cities—visitors should take sensible precautions with personal security.

Your local guide and hotel or lodge staff are good sources of current advice, particularly regarding areas to visit, walking after dark and local transportation.

Everyday Safety
· Avoid displaying large amounts of cash, expensive jewellery or unnecessary valuables.
· Keep phones and cameras secure when not in use.
· Use your hotel or lodge safe for passports and valuables when appropriate.
· Do not leave bags, phones or other belongings unattended.
· Avoid walking alone in unfamiliar areas after dark.
· Do not accept lifts from strangers.
· If confronted during a robbery, prioritise your personal safety rather than attempting to protect property.
· Ask your guide or hotel before independently visiting unfamiliar neighbourhoods.

Getting Around
Where private transportation is included in your itinerary, using the arranged vehicle and driver is recommended.

If travelling independently, reputable ride-hailing services such as Uber operate in Cape Town and Johannesburg. Always verify the vehicle registration and driver shown in the app before entering the vehicle.

Informal minibus taxis are generally not recommended for international visitors unfamiliar with the local system.

South Africans drive on the left-hand side of the road, so remember that traffic may approach from the opposite direction to what you are accustomed to.

Responsible Travel & Local Etiquette
South Africa is exceptionally diverse, with a complex history and many different cultures, languages and traditions.

Approach unfamiliar customs with curiosity and respect, and follow the advice of your local guide regarding appropriate etiquette.

Photography
Please ask before photographing people, particularly in communities, schools, homes, places of worship or during meetings and cultural interactions.

Special restrictions may apply at airports, government facilities, museums and other sites. Please respect all local signs and instructions.

Gifts, Handouts & Donations
Please do not give money, sweets, pens, clothing or other items directly to children or people encountered casually during your journey.

Although well intended, uncoordinated giving can encourage begging, create inequality and undermine locally organised initiatives.

If you would like to make a contribution, consider supporting an established local community project or recognised organisation.

Wildlife Experiences
Responsible and ethical wildlife tourism helps protect South Africa's extraordinary natural heritage.

Wild animals should be observed with respect and without unnecessary interference. Never feed or touch wild animals unless participating in a legitimate conservation or veterinary activity where this is specifically authorised.

Safari | Game Drive Etiquette

For Travellers Visiting Kruger
A game drive is one of Southern Africa's great experiences. Following a few simple guidelines helps protect you, the wildlife and everyone else in the vehicle.

Your ranger's instructions always take priority.
· Remain seated unless your ranger specifically tells you otherwise.
· Keep your arms, legs and belongings inside the vehicle.
· Never leave the vehicle unless your ranger expressly tells you it is safe to do so.
· Keep voices low around wildlife sightings and avoid sudden loud noises.
· Move slowly when animals are close to the vehicle.
· Never feed, touch, call to or deliberately provoke wildlife.
· Be considerate of other guests when taking photographs.
· Ask your ranger before using flash photography.
· Avoid publishing precise locations of vulnerable wildlife, particularly rhinos.
· Personal recreational drones are generally not permitted in South African National Parks.
· Dress in layers for early-morning and evening game drives.

And occasionally put the camera down. Listen to the sounds of the bush, watch what is happening around you and enjoy the privilege of seeing wildlife in its natural environment.

In Case of Emergency

South Africa – Emergency Numbers
· Emergencies from a mobile phone: 112
· Ambulance / Public Emergency Medical Services: 10177
· Private Ambulance – Netcare 911: 082 911
· South African Police Service: 10111
· Cape Town General Emergency:
· Mobile: 021 480 7700
· Landline: 107

U.S. Consulate General – Johannesburg
1 Sandton Drive
Sandhurst, Johannesburg 2196
South Africa

Telephone: +27 11 290 3000
After-hours emergency assistance for U.S. citizens: +27 79 111 1684

U.S. Consulate General – Cape Town
2 Reddam Avenue
Westlake 7945
Cape Town, South Africa

Telephone: +27 21 702 7300
After-hours emergency assistance for U.S. citizens: +27 79 111 0391
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